


Circumcise Your —
Heart?



In his last address to the children of
Israel, Moses reminded them of their
previous sins and of the fact that God
had been merciful, even though they

were rebellious.



He let them know that it was not
because of their own righteousness
that they would defeat their enemies,
because they had been stiff-necked.



Now that they were about to go into
the land that was promised to them,
Moses encourages them to
“circumcise their heart”:



God with all your heart and with all
your soul,









as it is this day.
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What is meant by
“circumcision of
the heart?”




Circumcision:

* The cutting away of the flesh; a physical act

which symbolised the removal of the sins of
the flesh.

e To circumcise the flesh is to remove that

which is physical.



Uncircumcision:

* Represents something or someone that was
unclean, unfit for use, ungodly, unholy etc.

 An uncircumcised person was a heathen!

—



Examples

 Moses used the term
“uncircumcised” to
say that he was not a
good speaker.




Examples

Exo 6:12 - And Moses
spoke before the LORD,
saying, "The children of
Israel have not heeded
me. How then shall
Pharaoh heed me, for
am of uncircumcised
ips?”




Examples

* For the first three years
the fruit of the promised
land was unfit to present
to God and was called
“uncircumcised”.




Examples

Lev 19:23 - 'When you
come into the land, and
have planted all kinds of
trees for food, then you
shall count their fruit as
uncircumcised. Three years
it shall be as uncircumcised

A
to you. It shall not be eaten. t |




Examples

e Samson’s parents did
not want their son to
have a wife from the
ungodly Philistines,
who were
“uncircumcised”.




Examples

Jdg 14:-3 - Then his father

and mother said to him, "/s *
there no woman among the A
daughters of your brethren, &
or among all my people, that
you must go and get a wife
from the uncircumcised
Philistines?" And Samson
said to his father, "Get her
for me, for she pleases me
well."”




Examples

* David considered the
Philistines as a godless
people, and Goliath as
“uncircumcised”.




Examples

1Sa 17:26- Then David spoke
to the men who stood by
him, saying, "What shall be
done for the man who Kkills
this Philistine and takes away
the reproach from Israel? For
who is this uncircumcised
Philistine, that he should
defy the armies of the living
God?"




Examples

 The martyr, Stephen,
spoke of the religious
leaders as “uncircumcised”
in heart and ears.




Examples

 Act 7:51 - "You stiff-necked
and uncircumcised in heart
and ears! You always resist
the Holy Spirit; as your
fathers did, so do you.




To circumcise the heart is to remove
that which is displeasing to God. It
implies the cutting off of sins and a

pure life. Not the cutting away of the

flesh, but the purification of the soul.
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Lest My fury come forth like fire,
And burn so that no one can quench it,
Because of the evil mé"your doings."




This can only be done by the power of
the Holy Spirit:



you may live.
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from men but from God.
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having forgiven you all trespasses,
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So, what is God saying to us?
What can we learn from their
example?



Just before the children of Israel entered the
promised land, Moses reminded them that

they had been stubborn, but God was merciful
to them.

Some of them never entered into what God
had planned for them.

We have been stubborn, but God has also
been merciful to us!

We do not want to miss that which God has
planned for us!



* Moses encouraged them to remove anything
that was displeasing to God, but not just for
an outward show, but from the heart.

 We should also ask God to point out and help
us overcome anything that would hinder us
from receiving what He has promised.



Note: if you go into battle with a weakness,
the enemy will exploit that weakness and
will hurt you.
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with endurance the race that is set
before \‘us,
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the right hand of the throne of
‘GOd.“("\.‘






