Conquests of The Children of Israel

Purpose: to encourage the listeners to continue in the battle, knowing that we will win if we endure.

o you sometimes feel as if you are in a war? Do you ever get tired of fighting? Does it often
feel that you are simply fighting one battle after another? When you feel tired or
discouraged, remember this simple phrase: If you endure to the end, you win!

From Joshua chapter 10 onward, the children of Israel were fighting one king after another:

Joshua 10:16-43
But these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in a cave at Makkedah. And it was told
Joshua, saying, "The five kings have been found hidden in the cave at Makkedah." So Joshua
said, "Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave, and set men by it to guard them. And
do not stay there yourselves, but pursue your enemies, and attack their rear guard. Do not
allow them to enter their cities, for the LORD your God has delivered them into your hand."

Then it happened, while Joshua and the children of Israel made an end of slaying them with
a very great slaughter, till they had finished, that those who escaped entered fortified cities.
And all the people returned to the camp, to Joshua at Makkedah, in peace. No one moved
his tongue against any of the children of Israel. Then Joshua said, "Open the mouth of the
cave, and bring out those five kings to me from the cave." And they did so, and brought out
those five kings to him from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. So it was, when they brought out those
kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the captains of the
men of war who went with him, "Come near, put your feet on the necks of these kings." And
they drew near and put their feet on their necks.

Then Joshua said to them, "Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; be strong and of good
courage, for thus the LORD will do to all your enemies against whom you fight." And
afterward Joshua struck them and killed them, and hanged them on five trees; and they
were hanging on the trees until evening. So it was at the time of the going down of the

sun that Joshua commanded, and they took them down from the trees, cast them into the
cave where they had been hidden, and laid large stones against the cave's mouth, which
remain until this very day. On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with
the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them—all the people who were in it. He let
none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.

Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, to Libnah; and they fought
against Libnah. And the LORD also delivered it and its king into the hand of Israel; he struck
it and all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword. He let none remain in it, but
did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho. Then Joshua passed from Libnah, and all
Israel with him, to Lachish; and they encamped against it and fought against it. And the
LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, who took it on the second day, and struck it
and all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, according to all that he had
done to Libnah.

Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua struck him and his people,
until he left him none remaining. From Lachish Joshua passed to Eglon, and all Israel with
him; and they encamped against it and fought against it. They took it on that day and struck



it with the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he utterly destroyed that day,
according to all that he had done to Lachish.

So Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, to Hebron; and they fought against it.
And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword—its king, all its cities, and all the
people who were in it; he left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon,
but utterly destroyed it and all the people who were in it. Then Joshua returned, and all
Israel with him, to Debir; and they fought against it. And he took it and its king and all its
cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and utterly destroyed all the people
who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its
king, as he had done also to Libnah and its king.

So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and the South and the lowland and
the wilderness slopes, and all their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all
that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded. And Joshua conquered them
from Kadesh Barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even as far as Gibeon. All
these kings and their land Joshua took at one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought
for Israel. Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.

Why were they fighting?
Because the inhabitants of the land were wicked:

Deuteronomy 18:9-12
"When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to
follow the abominations of those nations. There shall not be found among you anyone who
makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a
soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a
medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. For all who do these things are an
abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD your God drives
them out from before you.

Leviticus 18:24-29

'Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the nations are defiled,
which | am casting out before you. For the land is defiled; therefore | visit the punishment of
its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants. You shall therefore keep My
statutes and My judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations, either any of
your own nation or any stranger who dwells among you (for all these abominations the men
of the land have done, who were before you, and thus the land is defiled), lest the land
vomit you out also when you defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before you.
For whoever commits any of these abominations, the persons who commit them shall be cut
off from among their people.

Because God would eventually judge them when “their iniquity was complete”

Genesis 15:16
But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete."

Wicked people have a measure of iniquity to “fill up” before God takes vengeance on them.
Examples:



People before the flood:

Genesis 6:3
And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his
days shall be one hundred and twenty years."

The people of Sodom and Gomorrah:

Genesis 18:20,21
And the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because
their sin is very grave, | will go down now and see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, | will know."

The people of Jerusalem:

Matthew 23:32-36
Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers' guilt. Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you
escape the condemnation of hell? Therefore, indeed, | send you prophets, wise men, and
scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city to city, that on you may come all the righteous blood
shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of
Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. Assuredly, | say to you,
all these things will come upon this generation.

It was not because the Israelites were more righteous:
Deuteronomy 9:4,5

"Do not think in your heart, after the LORD your God has cast them out before you, saying,
'Because of my righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess this land'; but it
is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving them out from before
you. It is not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart that you go in
to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD your
God drives them out from before you, and that He may fulfill the word which the LORD
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

God judged these nations because they were wicked, and He gave the land to the
descendants of Abraham. We are also called to war, but not the way that Joshua was called:

2 Corinthians 10:3-5
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ...

What are we warring against?
#1 - The war against the world that hates us:

John 15:18
"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.If you were of the
the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but | chose you out of
the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that | said to you, 'A servant
is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they
kept My word, they will keep yours also.



#2 - The war against fleshly lust:

1 Peter 2:11
Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war
against the soul,

What are “fleshly lusts”? The works of the flesh —

Galatians 5:13-21
For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in
this: "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." But if you bite and devour one
another, beware lest you be consumed by one another! | say then: Walk in the Spirit, and
you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things
that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of
which | tell you beforehand, just as | also told you in time past, that those who practice such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Don’t forget, if we endure to the end, we win!

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the
inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are
seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

1 Corinthians 15;58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.



